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Vision of the Irrigation Authority 
 

The Irrigation Authority will be a model organisation which will be trusted 
and respected by the planters.  It will respond to the water needs of all the 
dry and semi-dry regions and create the right framework for sound water 
management. 
 

 

Mission Statement of the Irrigation Authority 

Our principal mission is to provide a quality service to the planters’ 

community. Through our shared commitment, we will serve professionally 

with a view to improving the welfare of the planters. 
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IRRIGATION AUTHORITY 

 
Address of Offices 
 
 Head Office 

5th Floor, Fon Sing Building 
12 Edith Cavell Street 
Port-Louis, Mauritius 
Tel:  210 6596 
Fax :  212 7652 
Email : irrig@intnet.mu 

 
 
 

 Sub Offices 
 

 Northern Plains Irrigation Project Stage 1 
Plaine des Papayes 
Mauritius 
 
Tel:  266 8175 
Fax :  266 5604 

 

 Souvenir LAMU Drip Irrigation Project 
Camp des Embrevades Road 
Pamplemousses, 
 

Tel:  243 3267 
 

 Rivière du Rempart Irrigation Project 
Haute Rive , 
Riviere du Rempart 
Tel:  5471 0845 
 
 

 St Felix LAMU  Irrigation Project 
Chemin Grenier 
Tel:  622 6601 

 
 
 
 

mailto:irrig@intnet.mu
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CORPORATE GOVERNANCE REPORT 

 

THE ACT 

The Irrigation Authority Board is governed by the Irrigation Authority Act (Act No. 39 of 1978) and it 

operates under the aegis of the Ministry of Agro Industry & Food Security. 

THE  BOARD 

The  Irrigation Authority Board as at December 2013 consisted of: 

(a) A Chairman appointed by the Minister; 

(b) A representative of the Ministry of Agro Industry & Food Security; 

(c) A representative of the Ministry of Finance & Economic Development; 

(d) A representative of the Ministry of  Business, Enterprise & Cooperatives; 

(e) A representative of the Ministry of Energy & Public Utilities; 

(f) A representative of the Ministry of Housing & Lands; 

(g) The General Manager of the Central Water Authority or his representative; 

(h) Five representatives of the Agricultural Community, appointed by the Minister; 

(i) Two representatives of persons or entities financing the implementation of the 

irrigation project in Mauritius, appointed by the Minister.   

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BOARD 

- The Board provides effective corporate governance and is ultimately accountable and 

responsible for the performance and affairs of the Authority and for the appointment of 

staff. 

- It hears all cases of objections received at the Authority from land owners who wish to object 

to the implementation of an irrigation project, and to adjudicate on such objections. 

- It recommends to the Minister the rate of irrigation due in irrigation areas in respect of which 

it is leviable. 

- The Board is responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with 

reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the Authority and to enable it to 

ensure that the financial statements comply with the Statutory Bodies (Accounts and Audit) 

Act.  It is also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the Authority and hence for taking 

reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.   
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Members of the Irrigation Authority Board (for years 2011, 2012 & 2013) 

 
CHAIRPERSON 

 

Mr. S. Bheechook       

 

MEMBERS 
1. A Representative of the Ministry of Agro Industry &  Food Security 

 
Mr S. Bacchoo/ Mr. N. Ramburuth (till Mar 2011) 

Mr. A.N. Jurawon   (Apr 2011 – Mar 2012) 

Mr. G. Ramrekha   (Apr 2012 – Nov 2012) 

Mr. D. Kawol    (as from Dec 2012) 
 

2. A Representative of the Ministry of Finance & Economic Development 
 

Mr. D. Khoodeeram   (till Sept 2013) 
Mr. S. Jeebodhun   (as from Oct 2013) 

 

3. A Representative of the Ministry of  Energy & Public Utilities 
 

Mr. J. Ramsamy (Alt. Mrs M. Jhugroo)  (till Dec 2012) 

Mrs. D. Moosoohur  (as from Jan 2013) 

 

4. A Representative of the Ministry of Business, Enterprise & Co-operatives   
 

Mr. R. Bhugwant (Alt. Mrs Ramnath) (till Mar 2011) 
Mrs. S. Sawmynaden   (Apr 2011 – Dec 2012) 

Mrs I. Pudaruth Ruchaia  (Jan 2013 – Apr 2013) 

Mr. S. K. Naidu    (as from May 2013) 
 

5. A Representative of the Ministry of Housing & Lands 
 

Mrs. M. Noel Dabeecharun    
 

6. The General Manager/Representative of the Central Water Authority 
                  

Mr. K. Bisnatsingh   
  

7. Five Representatives of the Agricultural Community 
 

Dr. D. Dumur          
Dr. K. Ramdoyal   (resigned as from 14.08.2012)   
Mr. G. Juggessur/  (till Apr 2012) 

Mr. E. P. Appanah  (as from May 2012)    

Mr. R. Baichoo      

Mr. S. Ramdhary             
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8. Two Representatives of Persons or Entities Financing the Implementation of the Irrigation 
Project in Mauritius 

 

Mr. H. Bissessur                            

Mr. K. Bhogun      

 

COMPOSITION OF SUB-COMMITTEES UNDER THE IA BOARD 
 

The Board has set up the following Sub-Committees: 

 

1. FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

Finance Committee deals with financial matters of the Authority; analyses recommendations of 

the quotation committees, tender evaluation committees, and makes recommendations to the 

IA Board. 

CHAIRMAN 

 - Mr. G. Juggessur, representative of the Agricultural Community - (till Apr 2012) 

 - The representative of the Ministry of Finance & Economic Development (as from May 2012)                                                     

  

MEMBERS 

 

1. The representative of the Ministry of Agro Industry & Food Security; 
2. The representative of the Ministry of Finance & Economic Development (till Apr 2012); 
3. The General Manager/Representative of the Central Water Authority; 
4. Mr. H. Bissessur, representative of persons or entities financing the implementation of the 

irrigation project in Mauritius; 
5. Dr. K. Ramdoyal, representative of the Agricultural Community (till 13 Aug 2012). 

 
2. STAFF COMMITTEE 

The Staff Committee deals with conditions of service of the staff, such as appointment, 

dismissal, discipline, pay and leave of employees of the Authority, and makes recommendations 

to the Board. 

CHAIRMAN 

The representative of the Ministry of Agro Industry & Food Security                   

MEMBERS 

1. The representative of the Ministry of Business, Enterprise & Cooperatives; 
2. The representative of the Ministry of Energy & Public Utilities; 
3. The General Manager/Representative of the Central Water Authority; 
4. Two representatives of the Agricultural Community (Dr. K. Ramdoyal till 13 Aug 2012 

& Dr. D. Dumur). 
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3. LAND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 

Land Management Committee deals with matters related to State lands in irrigation 

projects throughout the island and makes recommendations to the Board. 

 

CHAIRMAN 

 

Mr K. Bhogun  - representative of persons or entities financing the implementation of the 

irrigation project in Mauritius   

MEMBERS 

 

1. The representative of the Ministry of Agro Industry & Food Security;  
2. The representative of the Ministry of Business, Enterprise & Cooperatives;; 
3. The representative of the Ministry of Housing & Lands; 
4. Two representatives of the Agricultural Community (Dr. K. Ramdoyal till 13 Aug 2012 

& Dr. D. Dumur). 
 

 

4. AUDIT COMMITTEE 
 

Audit Committee purviews the functioning of the internal control system, the risk areas of 

the Authority, the financial aspect of the Authority and makes recommendations to the 

Board. 

 

CHAIRMAN 

 

Mr H. Bissessur - representative of persons or entities financing the implementation of the   

irrigation project in Mauritius 

MEMBERS 

 

1. The representative of the Ministry of Finance & Economic Development; 
2. The representative of the Ministry of Energy & Public Utilities; 
3. Two representatives of the Agricultural Community (Dr. D. Dumur & Mr. S. Ramdhary). 
4. Mr. K. Bhogun, representative of persons or entities financing the implementation of the   

irrigation project in Mauritius 
 

SITTINGS OF THE BOARD AND ITS SUB-COMMITTEES:- 

 YEARS 

MEETINGS 2011 2012 2013 

Board 10 6 9 

Finance Committee 17 11 16 

Staff Committee 3 2 4 

Land Management Committee 1 - - 

Audit Committee 1 - - 
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REMUNERATION OF BOARD MEMBERS 

Board Members are remunerated according to recommendations of Pay Research Bureau Reports. 

 

MANAGEMENT – Jan 2011 to December 2013 

1. Mr. Chatta HOOKOOM - General Manager  
 
2. Mr. Rishi Raj Sharma HAUZAREE - Head of Irrigation Planning Unit  

 

3. Mr.  K. C. Siew KONG THOO LIN  - Head of Operation & Maintenance  

 

4. Mr. S. Ganesh  SEEBURRUN - Head of Construction & Supervision  

 

5. Mr. Datakarran GOBURDHUN - Head of Administration 

 

6. Mrs. Vijayta GOPYNAUTH  -    Accountant  

  

STAFF APPOINTMENTS AND PROMOTIONS  

1. Mr. D. RAMPHUL appointed Supervisor on 18.01.2011 

2. Mr. K. BUNGCHEE appointed  Driver on 19.04.2011 

3. Mr. P. JAGOO appointed  Driver on 19.04.2011 

4. Mr. R. DHOTAH appointed  Driver on 19.04.2011 

5. Mr. M. DODAH appointed Higher Executive Officer on 11.08.2011 

6. Mr. L.L. AUCKLOO appointed Senior Technical Design Officer on 11.06.2013 

7. Mr. R.K. DOSIEAH appointed Senior Technical Officer (Civil) on 11.06.2013 

8. Mrs. R. SENIVASSEN appointed Financial Officer on 11.06.2013 

9. Miss B. TUPSEE appointed Financial Officer on 11.06.2013 

10. Mr. M. MISTRY appointed Executive Officer on 11.06.2013 

11. Mr. G. LUCHMEE appointed Executive Officer on 11.06.2013 

12. Mr. S. DREPAUL appointed Field Supervisor (Roster) on 11.06.2013 

13. Mr. H. MANAROO appointed Field Supervisor (Roster) on 11.06.2013 

14. Mr. R. BISSOONAUTH appointed Pipe Fitter on 11.06.2013 

15. Mr. V. BISSESSUR appointed Pipe Fitter on 11.06.2013 

16. Mr. E. I. MICHEL appointed Tradesman’s Assistant on 11.06.2013 

17. Mr. P. SEESURRUN appointed Tradesman’s Assistant on 11.06.2013 
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List of employees retired/passed away  (Jan 2011-Dec 2013) 
 

S.N Name Date of Birth Date of Retirement 

1. Poonye Luchmeeparsad 09.10.50 01.01.11 

2. 
 

Purmessur Jugdish 15.01.50 15.07.11 

3. Joypaul Bijay Kumar 11.12.50 01.01.12 

4. Somiah Mooruth 14.02.51 31.01.12 

5. Khedun Sooresh 23.09.56 27.04.12 

6. Toorabally Sheikh Khalid 18.07.50 18.07.12 

7. Jogarah Premnath 28.12.52 14.01.13 

8. Seeruttun Reesseeram 21.06.51 02.03.13 

9. Manaroo Brajendranath 02.11.50 02.03.13 

10. Damry Luchmeenarain 07.12.52 02.03.13 

11. Nohur Abdool Khaleed 26.10.53 22.07.13 

12. Lochun Om Prakash 13.07.59 26.12.13 

13. Soobdhan Sooriadev 29.01.62 Passed away on 15.01.11 

14. Bangaleea Suryadeo 17.03.53 Passed away on 24.02.12 

15. Munusami Sadasseeven 23.10.59 Passed away on 29.10.13 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT/ TRAINING IN MAURITIUS  

S/N NAME RANK COURSE/ TRAINING/ 

WORKSHOP 

DURATION 

 GENERAL ADMINISTRATION   

1 Mrs P. Aliphon Confidential 

Secretary 

Equal Access to Education 

and Health Pathway to 

Women Empowerment 

10.03.2011 

 IRRIGATION PLANNING UNIT   

2 Mr. S. Mooloo Engineer (IPU) Training Session for Bid 

Evaluation 

5 half day sessions as 

from Mid June 2012 

3 Mr. D. Jhugaroo Principal Engineer Public Procurement August 2012 

 

 OPERATION & MAINTENANCE DEPT   

4 Mr. M. Lutchoomun 

 

Principal Engineer Certification Programme in 

Public Procurement (CPPP) 

September 2011 intake 

5 Mr. R. Ramburn Irrigation 

Operation Officer 

Training Session for Bid 
Evaluation 

5 half day training 
sessions as from Mid 
June 2012 

6 Mr. M. Lutchoomun Principal Engineer Public Procurement August 2012 

7 Mr. B. Seewoodharry Engineer (O&M)  Public Procurement August 2012 
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 CONSTRUCTION & SUPERVISION DEPT   

8 Mr. S. G. Seeburrun Head of 

Construction & 

Supervision 

Training Session for Bid 

Evaluation 

5 half day training 

sessions as from Mid 

June 2012 

 ADMINISTRATIVE DEPT   

9 Mrs Y. Dulthummon Senior Human 

Resource Officer 

Seminar on Salient Features 

and Amendments to the 

Employment Relations Act 

No 32 of 2008 and 

Employment Rights Act No 

33 of 2008 

04.12.2013 

10 Mr. K. Damry Higher Executive 

Officer 

Seminar on Salient Features 

and Amendments to the 

Employment Relations Act 

No 32 of 2008 and 

Employment Rights Act No 

33 of 2008 

04.12.2013 

 ACCOUNTS DEPT    

11 Mrs V. Gopynauth Accountant Training on IFRS 05.04.2011-06.04.2011 

12 Mr. S. Jaffoo Higher Stores 

Officer 

Public Procurement August 2012 

 
 
 

SCHOLARSHIP AND TRAINING ABROAD 
 

S.N NAME RANK COURSE/TRAINING/WORKSHOP DURATION 

 OPERATION & MAINTENANCE DEPT 

1 Mr. A.S. Beejan Irrigation 

Operation 

Officer 

Training on Agricultural Irrigation 

Management for Developing 

Countries (Beijing, China) 

08.05.12 to 

28.05.12 

 IRRIGATION PLANNING UNIT 

2 Mr. R.R.S. 

Hauzaree 

Head of 

Irrigation 

Planning Unit 

Regional Workshop on Safe use of 

Waste Water in Agriculture  

(Johannesburg –South Africa) 

26.09.12 to 

28.09.12 

3 Mr. S. Mooloo Engineer (IPU) Australia Awards - African 

Fellowship 2013 and Small Scale 

Irrigation 

16.08.13 to 

22.09.13 
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EVENTS 

 REPLACEMENT OF HYDRAULIC CONTROL VALVES (PCV) AT FERRET  

The Northern Plains Irrigation Project Stage I was constructed in 1979 to irrigate some 1900 ha of 

lands having extensive potential for diversification to more remunerative non-sugar crops in the 

Northern part of the island. Water tapped from La Nicoliere Reservoir is conveyed through the M1 

Pipeline (6.5 km in length and 1200 mm in diameter) up to the hydraulic control valves (Pressure 

Control Valves, PCVs) at Ferret where distribution is done into the branch mains M1B1 and M1B2. 

The Hydraulic Control Valves at Ferret (Mapou) are located at the upstream part of our irrigation 

main M1 pipeline which services some 3100 ha by controlling all downstream flows and pressures 

through a series of Control Valves some of which date 28 years back and needed to be replaced. 

The physical state of the equipment (Pressure Control Valves, Gate Valves and Water Meters) had 

deteriorated to such an extent that it became unsafe to continue using the irrigation equipment 

which operated at a very high upstream pressure of 13 bars. Non-performance of the old 

equipment entailed regular closure of the irrigation network for several weeks for repairs, 

obviously to the detriment of crops grown within the downstream command area of the villages of 

Fond du Sac, Triolet, Plaines des Papayes, Morcellement St Andre and Solitude as well as to the 

supply of potable water by the CWA from this same network to the region of Triolet. 

The Works have been executed under CONTRACT IA 11/HC-Valves/02 and consisted of four lots as 

follows: 

 

The contract was awarded to PAD Co Ltd for the sum of Rs 21,063,722.05 inclusive of 15% VAT. 

The works started in September 2011 and substantially completed in June 2012.  

 

Lot A Replacement of DN 600 Pressure Reducing Valves,  

Gate Valves & Flow Meter on M1B2 pipeline; 

Lot B Replacement of DN 800 Pressure Reducing Valve, 

Butterfly Valves and flow meter on A5 pipeline;  

Lot C Replacement of DN 800 Pressure Reducing Valve, 

Butterfly Valve and repair work on flow meter on 

M1 pipeline; 

Lot D Replacement of  DN 400 Pressure Reducing Valve 

and DN 150 Pressure Relief Valve on delivery 

main of Block 2; and ancillary works 
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CONSULTANCY SERVICES IN CONNECTION WITH SURVEY WORKS  FOR THE DESCRIPTION OF 
PROJECT BOUNDARIES FOR THE ST FELIX LAMU SMALL SCALE IRRIGATION PROJECT 

The Irrigation Authority awarded in April 2013 the Contract STFX/Gazet/IPU 12/02 “Consultancy 

Services in connection with survey works for the description of project boundaries for the St Felix 

Lamu Small Scale Irrigation Project”. The project which was operational since 1995 had not yet 

been gazetted. The gazetting will allow IA to comply with IA Act and allow IA to levy irrigation dues 

properly.  

The contract was awarded to Mr. Rashid Ahmed JEEWA, Sworn Land Surveyor, for the sum of  

Rs 460,000 inclusive of 15% VAT. 

 

The Consultant started the Consultancy Services in July 2013 and completed services under Phase I 

in August  2013, as per the terms and conditions of the Contract to enable Irrigation Authority to 

gazette the project under Clause 14, 15 and 16 of IA Act.  Procedures for the Gazetting under 

respective Clauses of IA Act are under way. 

Upon gazetting under Clause 16(2), the Irrigation Authority may receive objections from persons 

having lands falling within the irrigation area proposed under Phase I.  The Board will decide in 

accordance with Clause 17 and the final irrigation area will be established.  Thereafter, the 

Consultant will be required to proceed with Phase 2 of the Contract. Under Phase 2, Consultant 

shall amend plans as to be requested by the Irrigation Authority based on Irrigation Authority’s 

Board’s decision and finalise all drawings/plans and Proçès Verbal accordingly. 
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PROJECTS IMPLEMENTED UNDER FOOD SECURITY FUND 

The Irrigation Authority has been implementing several projects under the Food Security 

Programme of the Ministry of Agro Industry and Food Security. 

1. ROUGE TERRE IRRIGATION PROJECT (50 ARPENTS) 

Under the 2000 Arpents Scheme, the Government secured 50 Arpents of land from the Mauritius 

Sugar Producers Association located within Block 3 Irrigation Project which was implemented by 

the Irrigation Authority (IA) in Year 2004. The 50 Arpents have been allocated to some seventeen 

Cooperative Societies for food crop production and orchards in the context of food security. 

The Food Security Fund Implementation Unit of the Ministry of Agro-Industry and Food Security 

(MoAI&FS) has agreed to finance the rehabilitation of the irrigation network for the project and 

has requested the Irrigation Authority to redesign and implement the project. The Contract has 

been awarded to Sotravic Ltd by the MoAI&FS for the sum of Rs 16.9 m in October 2013 and works 

are scheduled to be completed in Year 2014. 

2. REHABILITATION OF CRESSONVILLE IRRIGATION PROJECT 

The Cressonville Small Scale Irrigation Project covering an area of about 9 ha was put into 

operation in 1996 by the Irrigation Authority and is actually managed by the Cressonville 

Agricultural Marketing cooperative Society (AMCS) Ltd. Since 1996 most of the infield irrigation 

equipment that were issued to the farmers have undergone wear and tear and some equipment 

have now become obsolete and unusable.  

The MoAI&FS has agreed to finance the rehabilitation of the project from the Food Security Fund. 

The Contract FSF/CRES-IA 13/01 has been awarded by the Irrigation Authority to Ashoka 

Multipurpose Mechanical Society Ltd in December 2013 to the tune of Rs 4,352,404.20 for the 

implementation of the project. Works are scheduled to start in February 2014 and completed in 

June 2014. 

3. REHABILITATION OF ARSENAL LITCHI IRRIGATION PROJECT -CONTRACT:FSF/ARS-IA 12/01 

The Food Security Fund Implementation Unit of the MoAI&FS has also agreed to finance the 

rehabilitation of the irrigation network for the Arsenal Litchi Irrigation Project and has requested 

the Irrigation Authority to redesign and implement the project.  

The project covering 25 Arpents was irrigated by a dragline sprinkler irrigation system.  This 

system which was originally designed to enable irrigation of interline crops during the early years 

of the litchi trees was no more appropriate for the present orchard as trees have reached  

maturity stage. Consequently, a micro-irrigation system which is more convenient for litchi 

orchards will be implemented to create a more favourable micro-climate apart from providing 

required water dosage.  

The rehabilitation works estimated at Rs 4.3 m are scheduled to start in Year 2014 and be 

completed within 4 months. 
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PROJECTS IMPLEMENTED UNDER FORIP 

The Irrigation Authority has contributed in several irrigation projects under the Field Operations 

Regrouping and Irrigation Project (FORIP) implemented by the MCIA (ex-MSA). 

1. IRRIGATION PROJECT AT PETITE RIVIÈRE SITE -CONTRACT NO. MSA-IA/FORIP-PRIV/10/01 

Upon request of the ex-MSA, the Irrigation Authority designed an irrigation project located in the 

region of Petite Rivière in the district of Black River covering 22 Arpents under sugar cane.The 

lands have been derocked and levelled so that harvesting of sugar cane can be done mechanically 

with a view of decreasing cost of production thereby making cultivation of sugar cane more 

profitable. The project was financed by the Government of Mauritius under the Field Operations 

and Regrouping Irrigation Project (FORIP). 

The irrigation system that has been selected following several discussions with planters and the 

Mauritius Sugar Authority is drag line system on a grid spacing of 18 x 18 m. 

The source of water for the project is from La Ferme Canal at offtake F26. An existing delivery 

main in AC pipe belonging to the Irrigation Authority conveys water from the said offtake and 

delivers it near to planters’ field. New submain pipe in PVC OD 90 mm underground taps water 

from the AC main and eventually deliver same to infield laterals.  

The Contract was awarded to Blychem Ltd for the sum of Rs 3.6 m and supervised by the ex-MSA.  

Works were completed in August 2011. 

 

2. IRRIGATION PROJECT IN BLOCK 8B-1  

The Block 8B-1 is part of the gazetted Northern Plains Irrigation Project (NPIP-Stage 1) of the 

Irrigation Authority wherein the farmers regrouped themselves and have had their lands prepared 

and irrigated under FORIP. 

As the lands form part of the NPIP, the Irrigation Authority has provided the ex-MSA with a 

tapping point on main M1B3 releasing a flow of 45 l/s over 8 hours, from 10 pm to 6 am the next 

day.  The ex-MSA designed an automated solid set system accordingly. The project was put under 

operation in March 2011.  
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OTHER EVENTS 

IMPLEMENTATION OF AN ACCOUNTING, BILLING AND PAYROLL SYSTEM 

An Accounting, Billing and Payroll System was implemented at the Irrigation Authority by Software 

Concepts Ltd under Contract No IA/Acct System/10 in 2011. This contract also covers a period of 5 

years maintenance for the sum total of MUR 3,083,742.00 inclusive of 15% VAT.  Collection of 

irrigation dues from planters can now be monitored and accurate data retrieved within a 

reasonable period of time for the measurement of performance in terms of recovery of irrigation 

dues. 

MANAGEMENT CONTRACTS WITH WATER USERS COOPERATIVE SOCIETIES 

Since year 2010, there has been irrigation management transfer through Management Contracts 

with three Water Users Cooperative Societies (WUCS) in view of transferring the day to day 

operation of Pte aux Piments (Center Pivot/Drip), Solitude (1) and Solitude (II) Irrigation Projects  

to these WUCS after providing them with adequate training.  

CENTRE PIVOT IRRIGATION SYSTEM 

Several maintenance and repair works due to wear and tear were effected on the 26 centre pivots 

under the control of IA. Cases of vandalism and theft also occurred on the power cables feeding 

the pivots. Some of the major interventions on the centre pivots undertaken by the IA in Irrigation 

Projects at Pointe aux Piments, Block 8A1 & 8A2 and Block 2 amount to Rs  3 million for period 

2011-2013.  

REPAIR WORKS/REPLACEMENT OF PUMPS 

Several projects use pumps (submersible or surface) for providing the right operating pressure and 

conveyance of water to the fields. These pumpsets have required replacement, maintenance/ 

repairs whenever breakdowns occur to the tune of Rs 3.1 m inter alia, for Plaisance and BH 439 at 

Palma Irrigation Projects.  

A new borehole was drilled in Year 2010 and a new pumpset installed at Cressonville irrigation 

project in Year 2011 to the tune of Rs 1.7 m.    

OTHER MAJOR WORKS 

 

Other major works undertaken to ensure smooth operation of irrigation projects are listed below: 

Purchase of dripper lines; 

Rehabilitation of infield system at St Felix the in Year 2013;  

Desilting of weirs at Plaisance (2012), St Felix (2013) and Riviere du Rempart (2013) Irrigation 

Projects; 

Purchase of two 4WD vans in Year 2012 to renew IA’s fleet of vehicles used for operation of 

irrigation projects; and 

Procurement of 200 Nos Bauer Pipes and fittings for Block B2L9 in 2013, financed by MCIA. 
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OPERATING SCHEMES OF THE IRRIGATION AUTHORITY IN YEAR 2013 
 

 Irrigation projects Area 

(ha) 

No. of 

planters 

Year of 

Operation 

Crops Grown 

1.  Northern Plains Irrigation Project 

    - Stage I      

750 1439 1979 Sugarcane, Tobacco 

Vegetables and Foodcrops 

    1.1 NPIP Stage 1 Conv to Drip B3L2 64 141 2000 Sugar cane & vegetables 

    1.2 NPIP Stage 1 Conv to Drip B3 L4 97 243 2003 Sugar cane & vegetables 

    1.3 NPIP Stage 1 Conv to Drip B2L9 

          (not implemented)  

173 292  Sugar cane & vegetables 

2.  NPIP Phase 2 – Block III 162 220 2004 Sugarcane and Foodcrops 

3.  NPIP Phase 2 – Block II 362 400 2004 Sugarcane and Foodcrops 

4.  NPIP Phase 2 – Blocks 8A1/8A2 194 428 2005 Sugarcane and Foodcrops 

5. Solitude 1 Drip Irrigation Project 90 207 1993 Vegetables, sugar cane  

and Foodcrops 

6.  Solitude 2 Drip Irrigation Project  55 106 2000 Sugarcane, Foodcrops 

7. Pointe aux Piments Centre Pivot            

Irrigation project  

38 95 2001 Sugarcane and Foodcrops 

8.  Souvenir Drip Irrigation Pilot Project 160 135 1988 Sugarcane, Vegetables and 

Foodcrops 

9. Rivière du Rempart Small Scale Irrigation        

Project 

173 380 1996 Sugarcane and Foodcrops 

10. Arsenal Litchi Small Scale Irrigation    Project 11 24 1990 Litchi, Vegetables and 

Foodcrops 

11. La Ferme Drip (AREU)  5 1 2001 Vegetables 

12.  Palma Small Scale Irrigation Project 63 95 1987 Sugarcane, Vegetables and 

Foodcrops 

13. Cressonville Small Scale Irrigation Project 9 29 1996 Vegetables, Foodcrops  

& Litchi 

14.  Plaisance Small Scale Irrigation Project 66 132 1982 Onion, Vegetables and 

Foodcrops 

15.  Belle Mare Small Scale Irrigation  Project 202 525 1987 Onion and Vegetables 

16.  Trou d'Eau Douce Small Scale Irrigation 

Project 

15 78 1983 Onion and Vegetables 

17.  St Felix LAMU Irrigation Project  92 150 1997 Sugarcane and Foodcrops 

18. Bel Ombre Small Scale Irrigation Project 19 68 1989 Vegetables and Foodcrops 

TOTAL 2800 5188   

       Conversion to drip of Block B2L9 not implemented by Employer, MCIA (ex MSA), due to contractual problems        

Operating Schemes of the Corporate Sector with water supplied in Bulk by the Irrigation Authority 

S.N Irrigation Projects Area 

(ha) 

No. of 

planters 

Year of 

Operation 

Crops grow 

1. Belle Vue S.E 658 1 1979 Sugar cane & vegetables 

2. NPIP Phase 2 – Block III (Mon Choisy) 200 1 2004 Sugar cane 

3. NPIP Phase 2 – Block I 230 3 2005 Sugar cane & Food crops 

4. NPIP Phase 2 – Block VII (Labourdonnais) 25 1 2007 Sugar cane & Food crops 

 TOTAL 1113 6   
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NATIONAL SURVEY OF IRRIGATED LAND 

The Irrigation Authority carries out an irrigation survey at national level so as to monitor the 

techniques of irrigation being implemented and the area under irrigation at national level by 

different stakeholders. Data for small planters are collected by the Irrigation Authority whereas 

the Mauritius Chamber of Agriculture provides data for large and corporate/miller planters. The 

area under different irrigation techniques for the Irrigation Authority and the private Sector for 

period 2009 to 2013 are detailed in table below. 

Irrigation Techniques used by the Irrigation Authority and the Private Sector 

(figures show areas in ha) 
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Figure 1 : Area under Irrigation Regionwise 

YEAR 

 HP/Guns 

sprinklers 

Drag 

Line 

Centre 

Pivot 
Drip Surface TOTAL (ha) 

2009 IA 792 563 959 477 0 2791 

 Private Sector 5401 4161 6942 1373 875 18752 

2010 IA 711 563 959 558 0 2791 

 Private Sector 4418 3270 7102 1552 714 17056 

2011 IA 711 563 959 558 0 2791 

 Private Sector 4525 3265 6841 1574 889 17094 

2012 IA 792 563 954 461 0 2770 

 Private Sector 3509 3924 6869 1246 1141 16689 

2013 IA & Private 

Sector 
16619 1684 867 19170 
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Appendix 1 

 

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE NOTICES CONCERNING IRRIGATION 

Under the IA Act No. 39 of 1978, various matters have to be published in the Government Gazette from 

time to time. 

Under Section 14 of the Act “Where the Minister is satisfied that it is necessary or expedient in the 

interest of development, he may, by Order published in the Gazette, declare the area to be an irrigation 

area.” 

Declarations under Section 14 have been: 

 

1.  NPIP Stage I    - Govt. Notice No. 45 of 1979 dated 09.03.79 

2.  NPIP Stage I (Amended)  -  Govt. Notice No. 141 of 1979 dated 25.06.79 

3.  NPIP Stage I (Extension)  -  Govt. Notice No. 149 of 1981 dated 22.06.81 

4.  NPIP Stage II   -  Govt. Notice No. 229 of 1981 dated 05.09.81 

5.  Plaisance (North) SSIP  -  Govt. Notice No. 309 of 1981 dated 07.11.81 

6.  Trou D’Eau Douce SSIP  -  Govt. Notice No. 211 of 1982 dated 04.09.82 

7.  Pointe aux Caves   -  Govt. Notice No. 44 of 1983 dated 14.03.83 

8.  Belle Mare    -  Govt. Notice No. 51 of 1984 dated 21.03.84 

9.  Palma     -  Govt. Notice No. 55 of 1986 dated 28.06.86 

10. NPIP Phase II – Block 1  - General Notice No. 135 of 2006 dated 04.02.06 

11. NPIP Phase II – Block 5  - General Notice No. 138 of 2006 dated 04.02.06 

12. NPIP Phase II – Block 6  - General Notice No. 139 of 2006 dated 04.02.06 

13. NPIP Phase II – Block 4  - General Notice No. 137 of 2005 dated 04.02.06 

14. NPIP Phase II – Block 3  - General Notice No. 136 of 2006 dated 04.02.06  

15. NPIP Phase II – Block 2  - General Notice No. 417 of 2006 dated 25.03.06 

16. NPIP Phase II – Block 8B - General Notice No. 418 of 2006 dated 25.03.06 

17. NPIP Phase II – Block 2 & 8B - Govt. Notice No. 33 of 2006 dated 01.04.06 

18. NPIP Phase II – Block 8A  - Govt. Notice No. 53 of 2006 dated 03.06.06 
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Declarations under Sections 14 and 21: 

Victoria    - Govt. Notice No. 15 of 2001 dated 02.02.01 

NPIP Phase II – Block 2 & 3  - Govt. Notice No. 9 of 2003 dated 25.01.03 

NPIP-Phase II -  Block 7  - Govt.  Notice No. 214 of 2008 dated 18.10.08 

 

Deproclaimed:  

NPIP-Phase II – Block 7  - Govt. Notice No. 143 of 2009 dated 14.11.09 

NPIP-Phase II – Block 4, 5 & 6   - Govt. Notice No. 2688 of 2009 dated 14.11.09 

NPIP-Phase II-Block 8B  - Govt. Notice No. 2689 of 2009 dated 14.11.09 

 

Notice under Section 15: 

Consultancy Services in Connection  -  General Notice No. 1439 of 2013 dated 08.06.13 

with Survey Works for the Description  

of Project Boundaries for St Felix SSIP 

  

Declaration under Section  15 (2) (3) & (4): 

“Consultancy Services in Connection  -  General Notice No. 873 of 2005 dated 09.05.05 

With Survey Works for the Description  

of Project Boundaries for the Northern  

Plains Irrigation Project – Phase II” 

 

Under Section 16 (2) of the Act “The Minister shall by notice published in the Gazette give notice of 

the preparation of an irrigation project and the place at which it shall be available for inspection.” 

 

Declarations Under Section 16 (2): 

 

1. NPIP Stage I  -  General Notice No. 442 of 1979 dated 19.03.79 

 

2. Arsenal Litchi Project  -  General Notice No. 1480 of 1984 dated 06.11.84 
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The following notices were published in the Government Gazette pursuant to IA Act: 

1. Plaisance (North) SSIP  -  General Notice No. 194 of 1982 dated 20.02.82 

2. Trou D’Eau Douce SSIP  -  General Notice No. 37 of 1983 dated 15.01.83 

 

Notices published under Section 19 (2) of IA Act: 

Under Section 19 (2) of the Act “the rate of irrigation dues shall be determined annually by the 

Minister after consultation with the Board and shall be notified in the Gazette.”   

1.  NPIP Irrigation Dues 1979/80  -  General Notice No. 1274 of 1979 dated 20.09.79 

2.  NPIP Irrigation Dues 1980/81  -  General Notice No. 552 of 1981 dated 16.05.81 

3.  Plaisance (N) Dues 1981/82  -  General Notice No. 341 of 1982 dated 27.03.82 

4.  NPIP Dues 1981/82   -  General Notice No. 769 of 1982 dated 22.06.82 

5.  Irrigation Dues 1982/83  -  General Notice No. 638 of 1983 dated 28.04.83 

6.  Irrigation Dues 1982/83  -  General Notice No. 699 of 1983 dated 19.05.83 

7.  Irrigation Dues 1983/84  -  General Notice No. 837 of 1984 dated 25.06.84 

8.  Irrigation Dues 1984/85  -  General Notice No. 786 of 1985 dated 19.06.85 

9.  Irrigation Dues 1985/86  -  General Notice No. 599 of 1986 dated 07.06.86 

10.  Irrigation Dues 1986/87  -  General Notice No. 749 of 1987 dated 16.06.87 

11.  Irrigation Dues 1995/96  -  General Notice No. 903 of 1996 dated 04.07.96 

12.  Irrigation Dues 1996/97  -  General Notice No. 1235 of 1997 dated 15.05.97 

13.  Irrigation Dues 1997/98  -  General Notice No.469 of 1998 dated 28.03.98 

14.  Irrigation Dues 1999/2000  -  (Irrigation Dues waived due to severe drought) 

15.  Irrigation Dues 2000/2001  -  General Notice No. 2057 of 2001 dated 24.11.01 

16. Irrigation Dues 2001/2002 - General Notice No. 1228 of 2002 dated 11.04.02 

17. Irrigation Dues 2002/2003 - General Notice No. 744 of 2003 dated 04.04.03 

18. Irrigation Dues 2003/2004 - General Notice No. 751 of 2004 dated 22.03.04 

19. Irrigation Dues 2004/2005 - General Notice No. 1248 of 2005 dated 05.05.05 

20. Irrigation Dues 2005/2006 - General Notice No. 142 of 2006 dated 29.03.06 

21. Irrigation Dues 2006/2007 - General Notice No. 1143 of 2007 dated 29.05.07 

 

22. Irrigation Dues 2007/2008 - General Notice No. 645 of 2008 dated 26.03.08 

23. Irrigation Dues 2008/2009 - General Notice No. 244 and 408 of 2009 dated 28.02.09 

24.  Irrigation Dues 2009  - General Notice No. 162 of 2010 dated 20.01.10 

25.  Irrigation Dues 2010  - General Notice No. 1301 of 2011 dated 29.04.11 

26.  Irrigation Dues 2011  - General Notice No. 981 of 2012 dated 21.02.12 

27.  Irrigation Dues 2012  - General Notice No. 1249 of 2013 dated 02.04.13 
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Appendix II 

  

 

 

        

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         
 

        

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

                  

         
 

        

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

          

0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

700,000

800,000

900,000

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
2006 M1B1 2007 M1B1 2008 M1B1 2009 M1B1

2010 M1B1 2011 M1B1 2012 M1B1 2013 M1B1

Water Usage NPIP - Stage 1: M1B1 (Volume in cubic metres) 

0

500,000

1,000,000

1,500,000

2,000,000

2,500,000

3,000,000

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
2006 M1B2 2007 M1B2 2008 M1B2 2009 M1B2

2010 M1B2 2011 M1B2 2012 M1B2 2013 M1B2

Water Usage NPIP - Stage 1: M1B2 (Volume in cubic metres) 

0

5,000,000

10,000,000

15,000,000

20,000,000

25,000,000

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

M1B1

M2B2

Annual Water Usage (m3) for M1B1 and M1B2 from Jan to Dec (Year 2006 - 2013) 

Year 



 

 
24 

 

 

Years 
Amount 
(Rs) 

           1979   

           1980 59,876 

           1981 559,200 

           1982 933,344 

           1983 1,654,268 

           1984 2,923,922 

           1985 4,720,339 

           
1986 5,101,435 

 

          

1987 5,117,169 

 

 
 

          1988 4,934,895 

           1989 5,044,791 

           1990 5,581,635 

           1991 5,935,642 

           1992 3,516,092 

           1993 6,264,645 

           1994 6,362,062 

           1995 6,359,016 

           1996 6,365,788 

           1997 7,322,542 

           1998 7,823,958 

           1999 7,656,077 

           2000   

           2001 8,125,832 

           2002 8,669,692 

           2003 8,994,962 

           2004 9,459,476 

           2005 10,284,192 

           2006 14,604,290 

           2007 20,390,014 

           2008 20,693,452 

           2009 10,805,587 

           2010 28,083,768 

           2011 29,454,816 

           2012 25,698,309 

           2013 28,976,078 
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Appendix III 

The rates of  irrigation dues, as recommended by the Irrigation Authority Board and approved by  
the Minister of Agro Industry & Food Security for the previous 10 years. 
      

IRRIGATION DUES (Rs/Arpent/Year) 
S.N. PROJECT 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

1 Northern Plains – Stage 1-

(H/P Sprinkler) 

1,750 2000 2500 2750 2,850 3,000 3150 3400 3500 3600 

1.1 NPIP-I Drip at B3L2 2,000 2,250 2500 2750 2,850 3,000 3150 3400 3500 3600 

1.2 NPIP-I Drip at B3L4 2,000 2,250 2500 2750 2,850 3,000 3150 3400 3500 3600 

1.3 NPIP-I B2L9 Sprinkler 600++ 2,000 2200 2500 2,600 2,750 2900 3200 3300 3400 

2 NPIP Phase 2  

Block 3  

 1,500^ 

1,200^^ 

2500 2750 2,850 3,000 3150 3400 3300 3600 

3 NPIP Phase 2  

Block 2 

 1,800^ 

1,400^^ 

2500 2750 2,850 3,000 3150 3400 3500 3600 

4 NPIP Phase 2- Block 8A1  

Block 8A2 

  800 1100
0
 

1800
00

 

1,000 1,100 1250 

2200 

1500 

3400 

1550 

3500 

1600 

3600 

5 Solitude Project –Ph 1 2,000 2,250 2500 2750 2,850 3,000 3150 3400 3500 3600 

6 Solitude Project - Ph 2 2,000 2,250 2500 2750 2,850 3,000 3150 3400 3500 3600 

7 Pte Piments Centre Pivot 2,000 2,200 1200 2500 2,600 2,750 2900 3200 3300 3400 

8 Souvenir Drip  

Pilot Project 

2,000 2,250 2500 2750 2,850 3,000 3150 3400 3500 3600 

9 Riv. Du Rempart SSIP 2,500 2,500 3000 3200 3,300 3,300 3300 3400 3500 3600 

10 Arsenal Litchi Project 1,000 1,000 1200 1300 1,400 1,400 1400 - - - 

11 La Ferme Drip (AREU) 2,000 2,000 1500 1500 1,600 1,800 2000 - - - 

12 Palma East S.S.I.P 1,000 1,000 1200 1400 1,500 1,600 1700 1800 1850 1900 

13 Cressonville  S.S.I.P 2,200 2,200 2400 2600 2,700 2,800 2900 3000 3100 3200 

14 Bulk Water to Belle Vue 700 2,951 3626 4080 2,858 2,480 2382 2322 1860 3472 

14.0 Plaisance (N) S.S.I.P 1300 1,500 1800 2000 2,100 2,100 2100 2200 2250 2250 

14.1 MOA Plaisance 2200 2,500 2800 3000 3,100 3,300 3400 3600 3700 3700 

14.2 Plaisance Land Settlement       1700 1700 1700 - 

15.0 Belle Mare S.S.I.P 1,700 1,900 2100 2300 2,400 2,500 2600 2700 2800 2900 

16. Trou D’Eau Douce SSIP 1000 1000 1200 1400 1,500 1,500 1,600 1,700 1750 1800 

17 St Felix SSIP 1,600 1,800 2,000 2,200 2,300 2,400 2,500 2,600 2700 2800 

18 Bel Ombre SSIP 1,300 1,500 1,700 1,900 2,000 2,100 2,200 2,300 2400 2500 

  

SSIP  Small Scale Irrigation Project 

^ Applied for land receiving irrigation for more than 6 months 

^^ Applied for land receiving irrigation for less than 6 months 

o Applied to pivot 

oo Applied to solid set 

 Not implemented due to contractual problems 

 

 

 







































































































































































IRRIGATION AUTHORITY

Head Office:
5th Floor, Fon Sing Building

12, Edith Cavell Street, Port-Louis, Mauritius
Tel: 210 6596 - Fax 212 7652

Email: irrig@intnet.mu


